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Christian History Made Easy WINNER of the Christian Retailers' Choice Awards 2010 for the "most

significant new life-changing products in the Christian retail industry" in the Christian Education

category Christian History Made Easy summarizes the most important events in the history of the

church, from the time of Jesus to modern day. Author Timothy Paul Jones makes Christian history

refreshingly fun while at the same time informing Christians about the history of the Christian

faith.Full-color, 224 pages, paperback, 6 x 9 inches. Theologian J. I. Packer says Christian History

Made Easy is, "...a beautifully simple, beginner-friendly telling of Christian history, a precious

heritage." Christian History Made Easy Covers Major Events in Church History Early Church History

 The Early Church Peter and Paul, the Age of the Apostles, The Destruction of the Temple and

Jerusalem scatters Christians Early Church Fathers Persecution of Christians Emperor Nero and

Domitian, Martyrdom of Peter, Paul, Ignaitius, Polycarp, Justin Martyr Christianity legalized in the

Roman Empire, Emperor Constantine, Christianity the official religion in the Roman Empire  The

Byzantine Era  The Council of Nicaea, The Nicene Creed Augustine, Jerome translates the Bible

into Latin, St. Patrick Fall of the Roman Empire, rise of the Eastern Orthodox Church Gregory the

Great, Rise of Monasticism Rise of Islam and the Islamic Conquest in Europe, Charles Martel,

Charlemagne East/West Church Schism (Photian Schism), Leif Ericson converts to Christianity

Great Schism, Hildebrand reforms the church, the Crusades, Lateran Councils, Richard the

Lionheart  Pre-Reformation Church History  Middle Ages, Bubonic Plague, John Wycliffe, the

Wycliffe Bible The Renaissance, Jan Hus, Joan of Arc, Ottomans capture the Christian city of

Constantinople, Johann Gutenberg's printing press  The Protestant Reformation  Erasmus, Martin

Luther, 95 Theses, Ulrich Zwingli, William Tyndale, King Henry VIII, The Geneva Bible, The

Matthew's Bible, Church of England history, John Knox, Queen Mary Tudor, Queen Elizabeth I,

King James Version Bible Galileo, Pilgrim's Progress, Quaker founded, first Protestant missionary

societies  The Great Awakening and Church History in America and Europe  John and Charles

Wesley, George Whitefield, Handel writes the Messiah, Sunday school is developed, John Newton

writes "Amazing Grace." Divisions over slavery in Baptist history Abolition, William Wilberforce,

Charles Finney leads revivals, George Muller's faith orphanage, YMCA an YWCA founded, Charles

Spurgeon, Salvation Army founded  Church History in the 20th and 21st Century  Amy Carmichael,

Irish missionary to India, Azusa Street, Scofield Bible, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Billy Graham, Discovery

of the Dead Sea Scrolls, Modern political State of Israel C.S. Lewis, major evangelistic crusades in

Latin America and Korea, Roman Catholic church apologizes for lack of leadership during the

Holocaust
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I bought this book as a potential text for teaching a class at our church on church history. As the

cover states, it is quite "basic", but it is ideal for use as a beginner-level overview of the history of

Christianity: exactly what I'd hoped it would be.The twelve chapters -- each of which covers the

main events, names, and terms of a time period -- read incredibly quickly, as each page contains

colorful pictures, block quotes, and other graphics which present information in a variety of ways.

The scope of the book is grand, covering the time of the apostles up through postmodernism and

the Emergent Church, and everything in between. Obviously, nothing is covered in depth, but Jones

provides readers with a "big picture" view of history, enough detail to have at least a basic familiarity

with the most important aspects of church history, and resources for further study.I was personally

most appreciative of the author's emphasis on the work of God in building the Church throughout

history. He is honest about the many failings of the Church and its leaders, but highlights the ideas

and contributions made during each era which ultimately led to the spread of the Gospel. This is

most evident in Chapter 6 ("God Never Stops Working"), which covers the difficult period from

673-1295. Jones applies the words of Jesus in John 5:17 ("My father is always at his work") to show

how God worked through the monastics, the Scholastics, and the mystics to preserve the Bible and

a remnant of believers even through the Dark Ages. Taking that view of history helps us to remain

optimistic at times when it is difficult to see how God is working.His final chapters are also helpful in



introducing the various streams of Christian thinking in the world today.
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